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SEAWEAD is comprised of a small group of naturalists, scientists and educators. Ou mision is to inspire and inform stewadship of 
Southeast Alaska wildlife habitats through scientific research, naturalist studies and pulic education.

Southeast Alaska Amphibian Atlas
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Western toad populations are in 
a steep decline throughout the western 
United States. Long time residents of 
Southeast Alaska will tell you that the 
toads in our region are no exception. 
Kenny Grant of Hoonah recently told us 
that “it as not too long ago that at certain 
times of the yea illage residents had a had 
time avoiding toads hile driving; now sight-
ings are rare.”

SEAWEAD has teamed up with 
Discovery Southeast naturalist Richard 
Carstensen, Denver Zoological Founda-
tion scientist Sanjay Pyare and USGS her-
petologist Michael Adams to inventory 
and monitor western toads in Southeast 
Alaska.  The objectives of the project are 
to: 1) Develop/refine methodology for 
monitoring toad distribution in SE Alas-
ka; 2) Estalish quantitative baselines of 
toad distribution throughout Southeast 

The estern toad survey protocols include 
isual observation of tadpoles at pond sites.
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Alaska; 3) Describe breeding-pond habi-
tat and possile sources of decline, e.g. 
chytrid fungus; and 4) Provide a monitor-
ing and conservation aion plan. 

This year we are conducting the pio-
lot work necessary to identify monitor-
ing site locations throughout the region 
and apply the survey protocols laid out 
by the USGS Amphibian Research and 
Monitoring Initiative (ARMI). The pilot 
efforts will be conducted in Glacier Bay 
and Klondike Goldrush National Parks 
and is being supported through the efforts 
of Blain Anderson and the National Park 
Foundation, Meg Hahr at the National 
Park Service, and the generous volunteer-
ing of the collaborative research team.

Next year we hope to fund the proj-
ect regionally.  You can learn more about 
the western toad project on the web at 
www.seawead.org/toads.html.

D u r i n g  t h e  
2002-03 Jun e au 
road system am-
phibians study the Dis-
covery Southeast research 
team collected anectdotal 
amphibian sightings from the 
pulic, both recent and historical. 
The information was organized into 
a GIS database for easy reference. This 
collection now includes 117 records for 
the Juneau road system, and 313 records 
for all of Southeast Alaska. 

This data will be used to help the 
SEAWEAD crew to identify locations 
for the 2004 regional in-
ventory effort. 

If you would like to 
add to the atlas please con-
tact us. We would like GPS 
coordinates and ecies ID 
for your observations but 

we will gladly accept approximate 
locations for any amphib-

ian.  Contact us via email:    
amphibs@critterweb.

org with observation 
details and contact 
information or call 
723-0708. 

Your sight-
ings are impor-

tant to the 
r e g i o n a l 

study.

Mary Willson and Richad Carstensen 
surveying the “supe pond” on the Taku 
rive in 2003. Mary, Richad and Bob 

Armstrong conducted a detailed survey 
of amphibians and thei habitat nea the 

Juneau road system in 2002 and 2003. 
This yea’s project integrates thei methods 

with USGS research and monitoring 
protocols (ARMI) and will be applied in 

several Southeast Alaska locations.

Western Toad Regional Inventory and Monitoring

tadpoles

The atlas includes ove 300 amphibian recods so fa.



Southeast Alaska Wilderness Exploration, Analysis & Discovery
www.seawead.org

2

methods for monitoring bear aivity.  
This year we were joined at the 

SCZA survey areas by sound artist Kathy 
Turco and naturalist Greg Streveler. 
Kathy recorded interviews and natural 
sounds for an audio/educational pro-
gram and Greg teamed up with Cheryl 
to collect information for a vegetation 
discussion that will be included in the 
2004 report.

Brown bear quick cruise - 2004

Berners Bay Bear 
Habitat Surveys Glacier Bay Bears 

Rapid survey methods proved very effective 
in Berners Bay here e mapped ove 20 
kilometers of bea trail (colored lines) in 
just 4 days! Many thanks, as always, to 

ESRI fo providing GIS software.

Building on work conducted by 
SEAWEAD naturalists over the past five 
years, last season we fine-tuned a ‘Rapid 
Brown Bear Habitat Survey Protocol’  
This work was conducted at the Seymour 
Canal Zoological Area on Admiralty Is-
land and in the Berners Bay lowlands. We 
are now calling the protocol the “Brown 
Bear Quick Cruise” - borrowing terminol-

ogy from Matt Kirchoff ’s deer habitat 
assessment work through ADF&G. 

Recently we completed a proposal 
for research that is based on applying 
the brown bear quick cruise in a variety 
of locations on the ABC islands. In this 
proposal we outline ways in which the 
brown bear quick cruise could be used 
for site level habitat assessments, assess-
ing the effectiveness of riparian buffers, 
ground-truthing of broad-scale bear 
habitat models, and monitoring fine-
scaled development aivities. Read the 
full proposal: www.seawead.org/bqc.
html.

This spring we returned to the Sey-
mour Canal Zoological Area (SCZA) as 
part of a USFS effort to conduct a land-
scape assessment. Our role in this process 
is to identify valuale feeding areas in the 
lower elevation habitats, map the tradi-
tional access routes (trails) and bedding 
areas and identify locations and provide 

In 2003 SEAWEAD naturalists and 
scientists surveyed critical seasonal 
feeding areas and traditional travel 
routes in the Berners Bay area. The 
resultant data are relevant to an envi-
ronmental assessment of a proposed 
road in the area. Funding and in-kind 
support were provided by Friends of 
Berners Bay, the Skaggs Foundation, 
Sierra Club Juneau Chapter, and 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Field crew support was provided by 
Ayme Johnson and Aaron Wells. 
You can download the full report at: 
www.seawead.org/berners.html

Wods provided by Tania Lewis - 
Glacier Bay National Park is initiating a 
study to determine if habitat charaer-
istics at selected study sites are predic-
tive of observed bear aivity patterns.  
Our methods include; mapping and 
evaluating habitat, assessing bear nutri-
tional ecology, assessing bear temporal 
and spatial use of selected sites using 
remote cameras and direct observation, 
and determining bear distribution and 
minimum numbers using scented hair 
traps.  This information will be used to 
examine bear use in the current long-

term camping closures in Sandy Cove 
and Tarr Inlet, as well as other areas of 
management concern.

In April bear biologists from NPS, 
USGS, and SEAWEAD took a 5 day 
cruise through Glacier Bay to select 
study sites, develop habitat mapping 
protocols and talk about bears.  We 
will continue collaboration in hopes 
of gaining understanding of regional 
similarities and differences among bear 
habitats and monitoring techniques.

Cheryl 
observing a 

young female 
bea digging 
clams nea 
Pack Creek. 

Turned out to be Mya arenaria on the 
menu this day.

Glacie Bay biologist Tania Lewis 
atches a lack bea ho is feeding in 

the intertidal zone at Sandy Cove.

Project 
leaders 
Tania 
Lewis 

and Steve 
Partridge 
survey a 

bea trail. 
Notice the  
habitual 
sign tree 

in the 
forground 

of the 
photo.

Kathy Turco, Ayme Johnson and Bob 
Christensen alking out from a good day 

of mapping and recoding at Windfall.

Antler River

Lace  River

Sugarloaf
 mtn. Not  surveyed

Slate Cove

Berners Bay
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Humpback Entanglement Scar Study

Janet Doherty photographing humpback 
hales from a skiff in Frederick Sound. 

Janet had a great summe last yea and is 
excited to wrap up the field work this yea 

(photo by Betsy Wilson).

Janet Doherty’s study of humpback 
whale entanglement rates in fishing gear 
in Southeast Alaska continues. 

In the summer of 2003, Janet col-
lected photographic data on over 100 
whales in Southeast Alaska. Preliminary 
analysis indicates that the percentage 
of whales in Southeast Alaska likely to 
have been previously entangled is higher 
than that reported in Hawaii (14%) but 
lower than that reported in the Gulf of 
Maine (56%) in studies using the same 
methodology. 

Data analysis and verification of 
the 2003 results is ongoing. Field work 
resumed in mid-May and will continue 
until this fall for the final year of the 
study. Only a few days into the 2004 field 
season an entangled humpback whale 
was reported in Southeast Alaska, high-
lighting the critical need for this type of 
research. 

Funding for this project is provided 

This is the iew from here ou Octobe 
boad retreat will be held. We have 3 

meetings pe yea - 2 ia the eb and / o 
conference call and 1 as a nature retreat.

Welcome New Board Members 

Seawead Board
SEAWEAD is very grateful for the 
board of director’s generosity and 

commitment. Board members are: 
 

business & legal issues seat 
Clayton Burrows - President 

 
education & outreach seat 
Rankin Holmes - V.P./Secretary

 
policy & collaboration seat 

Marie Murry 
 

natural history & science seat 
Mary Willson 

 
wildcard seat 

John Caouette - Treasurer
& Becca Braun

by the Alaska College Sea Grant Program, 
NOAA Fisheries, Glacier Bay National 
Park & Preserve and the Bud Fay Memo-
rial Scholarship. Janet is authorized to 
approach humpback whales for research 
purposes under NOAA Fisheries Scien-
tific Research Permits.

currently the International Program 
Director / GIS Analyst for the Big Sky 
Conservation Institute (www.bigsky.
org) in Missoula, MT. 

Marie Murray lives in Sitka and 
her interest in SEAWEAD began with 
the Landmark Tree Project and the 
Sitka Whale Festival.

Mary Willson is the Principal 
Research Associate for the Institute of 
Arctic Biology, and Affiliate Professor 
of Zoology and Botany at the Univer-
sity of Alaska-Fairbanks (located in 
Juneau.) She has been a researcher and 
educator for more than 40 years.

John Caouette  has worked as a 
Forest Service statistician for almost a 
decade, improving mapping and clas-
sification systems on the Tongass. He 
has also been integral to the design and 
implementation of the Landmark Trees 
project, which seeks to find and charac-
terize “big tree” stands on the Tongass. 

Becca Braun’s background is in 
biology and education. She is currently 
co-editor of the Alaska Budget Report, 
and does freelance and contract writing 
and editing.

This January we seated new 
members for each of our board seats. 
We are pleased to welcome this group of 
great folks to the SEAWEAD team.

Clayton Burrows is our board 
president. He has a background in 
non-profit management, corporate 
and environmental law, and grant writ-
ing/administration. He is Executive 
Director of the Mendenhall Watershed 
Partnership in Juneau.

Rankin Holmes is the vice presi-
dent/secretary of the board. He is 

Funder Focus 

Alaska Discovery has been sup-
porting SEAWEAD since our incep-
tion in 1998. 

For three decades Alaska Dis-
covery has pioneered the concept of 
eco-tourism by connecting people to 
some of the most wild, scenic, and fas-
cinating areas of Alaska while walking 
softly on the land. They educate guests 
about the natural intricacies, balances, 
and rhythms of the areas they visit. 

Alaska Discovery participates 
in the Alaska Wilderness Recreation 
and Tourism Association “Dollars a 
Day” program (www.awrta.org/dol-
larsaday.html). Guests donate two 
dollars for each day of their trips and 
Alaska Discovery distributes those 
funds, along with other donations, 
among Alaskan organizations (like 
SEAWEAD) that work for conserva-
tion of the ecial places in Alaska in 
which they operate.

You can learn more about Alaska 
Discovery on the eb at: 
www.akdiscovery.com

Alaska 
Discovery

http://www.akdiscovery.com
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SEAWEAD
3845 N. Douglas Hwy.
Juneau, AK 99801

Forwarding and address correction requested.

Volunteer Spotlight ~ Dan Lesh
hike put us in one of the wildest and most 
amazing rivers I can imagine.  There as 
great old growth trees growing right up to the 
rive and the rive itself ent from being a 
hundred feet wide and very shallow to twenty 
feet acros with beautiful deep pools.  There 
as so much smooth gravel in the riverbed it 
looked like a painting.  Bob and I ended up 
ending all day trying to find the best stand 
in an unconscious and imposile effort to do 
this place justice.” 

Reflecting on the Brown Bear study 
in Mud Bay:

“The sign surveys ere the highlight  of 
this experience. Picking apart scats taught 
me a lot about hat bears eat around here 
and I appreciated learning hat a bea bed 
looks like. The mind and aivities of the 
bears began to be les mysterious to me.”

One doesn’t easily forget such ex-
periences and though I left again after 
that summer for college in Iowa, I found 
myself back in the area for the next spring 
and summer.  The bear study had grown 
into Cheryl’s master’s project and I was 
fortunate enough to be her paid research 
assistant and spend another summer 
observing brown bears, living remotely, 
and trying to figure out the meaning of 
our work, lives, and SEAWEAD. My 
own personal development has been so 

Know you own bone. Gnaw 
at it, bury it, unearth it, and 

gnaw it still. 

- Henry David Thoreau 
(1817 - 1862)

help seawead stay afloat! 
Consider supporting us through a donation. In thanks, you will receive our newsletters and reports, and be kept apprised of 

pulic events and cooperative efforts. In addtion, you will have the option to get a free email account, a personal web site, 
online storage space, and more. Visit www.critterweb.org/support.html to contribute and learn more about the webtools.

You can comment on this isue of TIDINGS by isiting ou forums. We would appreciate you feedback! If you are online, click here.  
Otherwise, use this eb addres to acces the newslette feedback forum: http://www.seawead.org/forum/gforum.cgi?forum=6;. Thanks!

The summer of 2002 I was a student 
intern with SEAWEAD in Icy Strait.  
As I soon learned, 
S E AW E A D  i s 
about biting off 
and chewing a lot. 
S ome exc e r p ts 
from my journal 
give examples of 
the effect this re-
search had on me.  

While doing 
reconnaissance 
for potential bear 
study sites:

“The oute coast landscape is much like 
the inside pasage but with a very ancient 
and spiritual look and a feeling of great 
powe hanging in the ai. The balance of sea 
and land, potential and kinetic energy has 
neve seemed so ell fit anywhere else I’ve 
been.  Kayaking in this land as a turning 
point in my life.  A sudden trust in myself 
gripped me here it had somehow been held 
back before.”

While doing a Landmark Tree Sur-
vey in the Skeeter River area:

“This precious old growth habitat as 
truly a different world fo me even though I 
thought I’d ent a good deal of time in the 
pristine forests of Southeast.  A two hou 

intertwined with my experiences with 
SEAWEAD that I’m not sure what to 
think.  It seems that SEAWEAD is striv-
ing to provide a sane voice of experience 
and natural knowledge - a voice from the 
wilderness spoken through grant applica-
tions, web pulications, and symposiums.  
Bob Christensen has done much to place 
SEAWEAD and its mission solidly in 
Southeast Alaska and hold it responsile 
to the land and to time, the ultimate 
judges of a society.  The research under-
taken provides us with an education to 
begin a markedly absent pulic discus-
sion about the future of these places and 
these animals.  The internship program 
is an experience apart from all others.  It 
is a chance to 
work among 
the greatness 
of Southeast 
Alaska and 
begin to real-
ize that what 
leads us to 
understand 
o u r  s u r -
r o u n d i n g s 
leads us to 
understand 
ourselves.

http://www.critterweb.org/support.html
http://www.seawead.org/forum/gforum.cgi?forum=6;
http://www.seawead.org/forum/gforum.cgi?forum=6;

